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CONNECT
Make sure you get your
monthly eLetters from
Lambda? If you don’t,
you’re missing out!
To sign up, just send a
quick note to alumninews@
affinityconnection.com and
let us know to add you to
the Lambda DKE Alumni
Association emailing list!
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Lambda’s new Alumni Relations Program
Brothers,

W

elcome to the first edition of our new
and improved Lambda DKE Alumni
Newsletter. We have recently implemented
a brand-new Alumni Relations Program
in which we will be sending out monthly
eLetters, print newsletters and updates to
keep us all informed and connected.
There are plenty of reasons to maintain your
connections with DKE long after graduation,
and I thank the Brothers who have remained
active in their alumni years. For those of you who may have fallen away, we just want
to share in the excitement and some of the reasons we are asking you to renew your
commitment to our Brotherhood this year. Aside from the process being underway to
reinstate the Lambda Chapter on campus, we all have a commitment to each other.
Another reason to get involved again is that we want our stories to be told. One hope
we have this year is that our Alumni will make an effort to share more updates, photos
and most importantly, old stories that we can share in our correspondences and on our
website. Every Brother has a story and we want to hear them.
Do you know where your Brothers are now? Did the most unlikely Brother become a
doctor? Did the consummate bachelor settle down with five kids and a minivan? Did
most of your Brothers achieve all the things that you knew they could?
If you don’t know where life has taken your DKE Brothers, or if you have stayed close
but haven’t taken the time lately to catch up you are in luck. Our new website will
have a directory where you will be able to find your Brothers’ phone numbers and
mailing addresses. These men were there with us during some of the most important
years of our lives and we want to nurture these connections.
Above all, our Brothers and the bonds we have formed are our most precious assets.
We hope that through your renewed participation in our Alumni Relations Program
that we will continue to improve and maintain our connections as well as forge new
relationships with old ones.
Your support and participation are going to help us keep our alumni connections alive!
DKE Brotherhood is forever and we want to make it easier and more fun than ever for
all of our alumni and undergraduates to stay close and strengthen our connections. So
please visit www.lambdaDKE.com today and sign up to receive the monthly eLetters
and even drop us a line in the Alumni Updates section. It’s going to be a great year for
DKE!
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ALUMNI PROFILE
Blood & Brotherhood Connect Lambda DKE to Two Presidents
Jim Pierce,
a Lambda
Kenyon DKE,
1978, has been
close to the
Bush family all
his life. Nephew
of George H.W.
and Barbara
Pierce Bush,
Jim witnessed
first-hand the
qualities of the
Bushes before
they ascended
to the White
House and
afterward.
“By the time
I was born in
Rye, N.Y., in 1956, George and Barbara had
already settled in West Texas,” Pierce recalled.
“I didn’t really get to know my uncle until
1970 when he was appointed Ambassador to
the United Nations.” Life was a whirlwind
for the Bushes after that, as George became
envoy to China, head of the CIA and then
vice president for eight years under Ronald
Reagan.
What Pierce observed during Bush’s
years as president was a most gracious man;
someone who always placed family and
friends first, and who valued character above
all else. “Once, when he was asked why he
didn’t consider replacing Dan Quayle as his
vice president when he ran for reelection, he
angrily replied, “Loyalty is not a character
flaw,” Pierce said.
He also recalled a night in 1990 when
he was visiting Washington, D.C., and the
Bushes invited him to join them at a GOP
dinner. “On the ride back to the White
House, in the midst of all this activity
around him, Uncle George asked me if I had
seen any of his children recently. He wanted
to know how they were. Don’t get me wrong,
he spoke to his kids all the time. He always
kept a singular focus on them.”
Bush’s war record, which started when he
was still a teenager, always amazed Pierce.
“He flew over 50 combat missions, and then
after the war zipped through a four-year
program at Yale in less than two and a half
years.” Pierce said. “He played first base on
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a Yale team that
advanced to the
College World
Series, and I
know he loved
that photograph
of him standing
next to Babe
Ruth.”
Pierce is a
decade younger
than George
W. Bush, but
their friendship
blossomed when
he moved to
Houston in
1981.
“George and
I became friends
when we worked
on his father’s campaigns, and later when
he was elected governor of Texas. George
is smart and personable, but I don’t think
many people know how funny he is. To meet
George W. Bush is to immediately like him.
You can’t help it. One of my all-time favorite
memories occurred on a July afternoon
in 2003 when we spent hours in the Oval
Office talking about everything under the
sun. And then George and I had dinner up
in the living quarters. What a day. That old
expression about the apple never falling far
from the tree certainly applies to George W.,”
Pierce said.
www.lambdadke.com

He also admires the 43rd president for
his artistic ability. “His series of paintings of
wounded veterans is so impressive, and he
knows the story behind every soldier,” Pierce
said.
Pierce and the Bushes treasure their
fraternity connection. “I feel blessed to be
related to these two honorable men,” he said.
The fact that they are also Brothers in DKE
is the icing on the cake.

Copyright (c) DKE 2019; used with permission.
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UPCOMING EVENT
Shawn Kelly Memorial Holiday Event
For almost three
decades, Lambda
Chapter of DKE
has collaborated
with Knox County
Head Start, an
agency providing
childcare, early
education and
health services
for disadvantaged
children at several
centers in Knox
County, to host
a holiday party in early December for Head
Start families in the community. About 400
children and their families attend the holiday
event. Each child receives a gift, a visit with
Santa and a hot meal.
The event commemorates Shawn Kelly,
’92, a Lambda DKE and championship,

record-setting Kenyon swimmer who died
tragically in a boating accident in 1990.
This celebration was established by Lambda
Chapter to honor Shawn and to give back to
the community by coordinating the special
event for Head Start kids and their families.
During the College-imposed sanctions last
year, the Chapter was not permitted to take

a leadership role
in planning or
carrying out the
event, though
they assisted.
The Theta Delta
Phi sorority took
the reins last
year to continue
the event until
Lambda could
once again
manage the event.
Planning for the event usually begins in
late September. We are asking the College, as
a part of the reinstatement process, to permit
Lambda to again take a leadership role in this
charitable event both to honor our departed
Brother and to provide a happy beginning
to the Holiday season for the Head Start
families.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE COLLEGE CONTINUE
Brothers:
President Decatur has given his verbal go-ahead for second semester
Lambda Chapter activities beginning in January 2020 to include rush,
new member education and initiation. He described the remission of
the sanctions in the second semester as a kind of probationary “bridge”
to full reinstatement and unrestricted activity in the fall of 2020.
Jim Irwin, Doug Lanpher and I had dinner with President Decatur a
few weeks ago. It was a friendly and productive conversation.
We asked for some leeway in the first semester sanctions so as to
permit the Chapter to re-assume leadership for the Shawn Kelly
Memorial holiday dinner for the Head Start kids in December and,
most importantly, initiating the eight freshman from the spring of
2018 who were denied permission to go through initiation because
of the College’s sanctions. These eight now-Juniors have expressed
an interest in officially joining DKE as soon as it is permitted. The
presence of these eight is important to have the numerical strength
to get through rush which begins in January and to sustain Lambda
Chapter through the spring and thereafter.
But there has been no final word from President Decatur on those
issues yet. Jim and Doug are leading this effort and they will update
us as events unfold. Doug is scheduling a phone call with President
Decatur to discuss the final details.
Once President Decatur gives his approval, we will still have
administrative hurdles as well, filing for reinstatement, going before
at least two reviews with the Greek Council and the Student Council,
and negotiating other details with the administration. All of those
processes must await President Decatur’s determination before
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proceeding. We will advise in the next monthly communication as to
our official status.
As we proceed into the spring, we will need a much greater degree
of alumni participation in on-campus activities, committees and work
groups. We will keep you advised.
On behalf of the alumni association officers and Board, we are
grateful for your faithfulness in standing with us during what has been
a difficult two years. We continue to count on your support as we go
forward.
In the Bonds,
Walter R Butler, 1968
President

www.lambdadke.com
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ALUMNI UPDATES
What your Lambda Brothers have been up to
ics and hope to apply it to a job in the
industry. I will also be getting married
next September to a Kenyon alumna. –
Aidan Lee 2015

Ever wonder what your Brothers have been up
to since you last spoke? Well in a recent survey
we decided to ask Brothers to share an update
with us. Here’s what they had to say:
• Here in Vancouver at 81 not yet retired
and living a wonderful and healthy life.
My commercial gardening business is an
endless source of satisfaction. – Barry
Auger 1960
• 1 wife, 3 adult children, 14 grandchildren, 2 great grands, great career with
Dow Chemical Company, now on our
17th address in 54 years of marriage,
wonderful retirement experiences. –
Stewart Brown 1962
• I was married one year ago and am still
practicing law along with serving as a
mediator and arbitrator. – Arthur H
Stroyd Jr. 1967
• Retired. We live in Lawrence, Kansas.
Practiced law for 35 years in Kansas.
We have 2 daughters. One is a Kenyon
graduate. – Perry Warren, 1970
• I work part time at Case Western Reserve
University observing and counseling
seniors who are doing student teaching in a science area. I swim usually a
couple times a week. I sit on the boards
of a couple local organizations - push for
responsible conservation and enjoy my
nearby Cleveland Orchestra, Theaters
and other perks of living in the city. –
Norm Schmidt 1971
• After a successful career in a corporate
environment, I’ve set out on my own. A
different world! – Michael Linde 1973
• I’m a retired journalist, still writing a bit
about investing for various publications.
– Jeff Brown 1974
• I’m writing three investing books. –
Hewitt Heiserman 1982
• Three kids oldest starting 4th grade.
Coaching little league, living in
Clarksburg, MD. – James Reinhardt
2002
• I’m living the good life in Denver; work
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is going well; my wife and I recently welcomed our second child, a boy, who we
marked with a K stencil plate. – David
Sibley 2006
• Caitlin (Kenyon - ’06) and I live on
a farm in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia with our son, Thatcher (4), and
daughter, Leita (1). We garden, hunt,
and largely live off the land. I sold my
business in 2018 and have been looking to buy another. – George Williams,
2006
• I’m living in Charlotte, NC (a couple
miles from Chris Arnold ’08) and working in anti-money laundering / financial
crimes compliance. – Joseph Gavin
2007
• Recently married, bunch of DKEs at
the wedding, it was epic. – Brendan
McCarthy 2007
• After almost a full decade in the music
industry, I’ve transitioned to working
in the tech world in Seattle, WA. I now
work in marketing for a company that
builds websites related to education and
job searching. I have every intention to
continue pursuing my love for music and
creative writing, but I am excited for this
new direction. I continue to share playlists
that feature songs we often played in the
bullseye ’05 - ’09. – Brian Hepp 2009
• Left my job at ESPN in CT last August
’18 for a great opportunity to work for
Turner Sports as the Creative Producer
of TNT’s newly acquired UEFA
Champions League rights. – Danilo
Lobo Dias 2013
• I am finishing up my final year of graduate school at The Ohio State University.
I will be finishing with a Ph.D. in physwww.lambdadke.com

• My oldest sister is expecting a child
just after Thanksgiving, meaning the
newest Lambda uncle will be Ben
“Granny” Grannis in just a few months!
– Benjamin Grannis 2017
• Recently met up in Philadelphia with the
other members of the Lambda class of
2018. – Paul Murphy, 2018
Thank you to the Brothers who shared
an update with us! If you’d like to share an
update please email alumninews@affinityconnection.com, we would love to hear what
you’ve been up to.

LOST BROTHERS
No Brother Left Behind.
We’re missing
contact
information
of alumni
Brothers, and
need your help
to find them. Head to our website to
see a current copy of our lost mailing
and email lists. Do you see a Brother
you know? Email your updates to

alumninews@affinityconnection.com.

Stay Connected Online
The success of your Alumni Association
is dependent on the continued
involvement of Brothers like you.
We encourage you to join and follow
the Lambda DKE Alumni Association
Facebook group and the Lambda DKE
Alumni LinkedIn group to stay in touch
with Brothers and see frequent updates
on the active chapter.
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